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Airport Plans 
 

 

 
Introduction 
 
The plan for the future development of Gunnison-Crested Butte Regional Airport has 

evolved from an analysis of many considerations.  Among these are:  aviation demand 

forecasts; facility requirements; aircraft operational characteristics; environmental 

considerations; and, the general direction of future airport development, as expressed by 

City and County of Gunnison officials.  The four (4) proposed landside/airside development 

alternatives and the four (4) passenger terminal alternatives that were presented in the 

previous chapter provided the Study Advisory Committee, County, and City officials with a 

variety of options for future facility expansion.  Following a careful assessment of the 

potential impacts of each alternative, in conjunction with a review of the planning level 

cost estimates, Landside Alternative Three (3) and Terminal Alternative Two (2) were 

recommended for implementation. 

 
Because previous chapters have established and quantified the future development needs 
of the Airport, the various elements of the selected plan are categorically reviewed here 
in an outline and graphic format.  A brief written description of the individual planning 
elements for Gunnison-Crested Butte Regional Airport is accompanied by a graphic 
description presented in the form of the Airport Layout Plan, the Airspace Plans, the 
Approach Profiles and Inner Approach Surface Drawing, and Terminal Area 
Development Plans. 
 
It is recognized that future demand for facilities cannot be totally predicted at the 
Airport, particularly during the latter stages of the twenty-year planning period.  
Therefore, particular emphasis is placed on the initial portion of the planning period, the 
first five years.  Here, the projections are more definable and the magnitude of program 
accomplishment is more pronounced.  Furthermore, carefully guided development 
within the initial years of the planning period is essential to the future expansion of this 
facility and the continued enhancement of aviation development. 
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Airport Layout Plan 
  
The Airport Layout Plan (ALP), which illustrates both airside and landside facilities, is a 
graphic depiction of the existing and ultimate airport facilities that will be required to 
enable the Airport to properly accommodate the forecast future demand.  In addition, 
the ALP provides detailed information on both airport and runway design criteria, which 
is necessary to define relationships with applicable standards.  The following illustration, 
entitled AIRPORT LAYOUT PLAN, and the following paragraphs describe the major 
components of the future airport Development Plan. 
 
Runway System 
 
The development recommendations for the runway system are presented in the 
following text.  
 
Dimensions: The primary runway (Runway 06/24) is to be shifted approximately 505 
feet to the east, retaining an ultimate length of 9,400 feet (project was completed in the 
summer of 2004).  The runway width is to be maintained at 150 feet.  In addition, 
runway blast pads (200’ x 200’ square) are to be constructed at each runway end. 
 
The compacted dirt crosswind runway (Runway 17/35) is to be relocated at a distance 
500 feet to the east and 350 feet to the south of its existing location, retaining the current 
length and width of 150’ x 3,000’.  The timing of the crosswind runway relocation is to 
be dictated by the future demand for general aviation aircraft storage facilities following 
hangar build-out along Runway 06/24. 
 
Pavement: For the primary runway, maintain the existing gross weight bearing capacity 
(75,000 pounds single wheel, 160,000 pounds dual-wheel, and 250,000 pounds dual- 
tandem-wheel main gear configuration.).  In addition, the existing longitudinal gradient 
of the runway will be retained. 
 
Currently, the crosswind runway is not rated with a gross weight bearing capacity.  
However, this runway will be maintained with its current compaction level at the newly 
relocated position. 
 
Airport Reference Code (ARC) Dimensional Criteria: Maintain existing ARC D-IV design 
standards for Runway 06/24 and ARC A-1, small aircraft only, for the crosswind runway. 
 
Instrument Approach Criteria: Maintain existing ILS precision approach standards to 
Runway 06, and protect for the future implementation of a GPS approach procedure with 
vertical guidance (APV) and 1-mile approach visibility minimums to Runway 24.  In 
addition, the existing DME/localizer antenna facility is to be relocated in conjunction 
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with the runway shift to a location outside of the future Runway 24 approach end safety 
area. 
 
The existing visual approaches to each end of the crosswind runway are to be maintained 
and there are no plans to implement an instrument approach procedure to either runway 
end during the planning period of this study. 
 
Runway Protection Zone (RPZ):  For Runway 06/24, the existing RPZ dimension (i.e., 
500' x 1,010' x 1,700') to both runway ends is to be maintained, which complies with the 
specified RPZ design standards for ARC D-IV and greater than 1-mile approach visibility 
minimums. 
 
The crosswind runway’s existing RPZ dimensions (i.e., 250’ x 450’ x 1,000’) to both 
runway ends will be maintained, which is the required RPZ standard for ARC A-1, small 
aircraft only with visual approaches. 
 
Runway Lighting:  Reposition existing Medium Intensity Approach Lighting System 
with Sequenced Flashing Lights (MALSF) to serve Runway 06 in conjunction with the 
runway shift, and install REILs to Runway 24.  Also, relocate the existing PAPIs at each 
runway end and modify the existing medium intensity runway lights (MIRLs).  (Each of 
these projects was completed in the summer of 2004.). 
 
There are no plans to install runway lights or visual landing aids to the crosswind runway 
facility within the planning period of this document. 
 
Taxiway System 
 
The development recommendations for the taxiway system are presented in the 
following text.  
 
Dimensions: The north side full-length parallel taxiway (i.e., Taxiway “A”) will be 
maintained to Airplane Design Group (ADG) IV standards with a 75-foot width.  
Taxiway “A” is also to be extended approximately 505 feet to the east in conjunction 
with the shift of the runway.  In addition, all existing connector taxiways are 
programmed for new signing in conjunction with the runway shift.  (Each of these 
projects was completed in the summer of 2004.).      
 
Pavement: Maintain existing gross weight bearing capacity commensurate with Runway 
06/24. 
Taxiway Lighting: Extend the existing system of Medium Intensity Taxiway Lights 
(MITLs) in conjunction with the proposed extension of Taxiway “A” (project was 
completed in the summer of 2004). 
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New Taxiway Development 
 
Dimensions:  A partial parallel taxiway (i.e., Taxiway “B”) with MITLs is recommended 
for construction on the south side of the runway to serve the Runway 06 approach end1.  
This taxiway is to be constructed to ADG II standards with a 35-foot width.  In addition, 
the crosswind runway is not currently served with a taxiway, but the ALP will illustrate 
the future development of a west side partial parallel taxiway (i.e., Taxiway “C”) 
following the relocation of the runway.  The proposed taxiway will also be constructed 
to ADG II standards and designed to facilitate the movement of aircraft to and from 
Runway 06/24. 
 
Pavement: The recommended gross weight bearing capacity for Taxiways “B” and “C”   
is 12,500 pounds single wheel. 
 
Taxiway Lighting: Install MITLs associated with Taxiways “B” and edge reflectors to 
Taxiway “C”. 
 
Property/Easement Acquisition 
 
As part of this planning effort, past and present deeds and property information were 
gleaned to update the airport’s exiting property line.  Based on this information, and 
upon the previously described development recommendations, portions of property that 
the Airport does not currently own, which should be acquired in either fee simple or 
easement, have been listed and shown on the ALP and summarized below.  Included in 
this assessment is one area associated with the Runway 06 RPZ, one (1) area adjacent to 
the terminal building, one (1) area north of connecting Taxiway “A-6”, and three (3) 
vacated right-of-ways.  In addition, approximately five (5) acres of existing Gunnison 
County property, located west of the existing passenger terminal facility, is to be 
transferred to the Airport.  
 
Runway 06 RPZ (Existing) 
• 0.02 acres 
 
Vacated “right-of-ways” 
• 1.4 acres (west of the south general aviation development area) 
• 0.3 acres (just west of the existing County Road and Bridge Shop) 
• 0.3 acres (north of Taxiway “A” and adjacent to San Juan Ave.) 

                                                 
1The timing for the construction of this taxiway will be contingent upon the future relocation of the crosswind runway and demand   
for aircraft storage facilities.  
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Terminal Area 
• 2.1 acres (mostly rental car storage and staging, east of the terminal) 
• 7.6 acres (north of Taxiway “A-6” and south of the existing residential development 

area, following along the existing BRL) 
• 5.0 acres transferred from Gunnison County (located west of the passenger terminal 

facility to accommodate terminal area expansion) 
 
 
Airspace Plan 
 
The Airspace Plan for the Airport is based upon Federal Aviation Regulations (FAR) Part 
77, Objects Affecting Navigable Airspace.  In order to protect the airport’s airspace and 
approaches from hazards that could affect the safe and efficient operation of aircraft, 
federal criteria contained in the FAR Part 77 document have been established to provide 
guidance in controlling the height of objects in the vicinity of the Airport.  FAR Part 77 
criteria specify a set of imaginary surfaces which, when penetrated, designate an object as 
being an obstruction.   
 
The Airspace Plan, which is illustrated in the following figures, provides plan and profile 
views that depict these criteria as they specifically relate to Gunnison-Crested Butte 
Regional Airport.  The plan is based on the ultimate planned runway lengths, along with 
the ultimate planned approaches to each runway end.  Therefore, it is based on larger-
than-utility airport criteria with a precision instrument approach to Runway 24 and 
larger-than-utility criteria with visibility minimums greater than ¾-mile to Runway 06.  
The crosswind runway is based on utility airport criteria with visual approach minimums 
to both runway ends. 
 
 
Inner Portion of the Approach Surface Plans 
 
To provide a more detailed view of the inner portions of the Part 77 imaginary approach 
surfaces and the Runway Protection Zones (RPZs), the following drawings are provided.  
An RPZ is trapezoidal in shape, centered about the extended runway centerline, and 
typically begins 200 feet beyond the end of the runway.  The RPZs are essentially safety 
areas within which it is desirable to clear all objects (although some uses are normally 
acceptable).  The size of the RPZ is contingent upon the approach category of the design 
aircraft and the visibility minimums associated with the type of approach (visual and not 
lower than one mile, not lower than three-quarters of a mile, and lower than three-
quarters of a mile).  As noted in previous sections, the existing Runway 06/24 RPZ 
dimensions (i.e., 500' x 1,010' x 1,700') and the crosswind runway RPZ dimensions (i.e., 
250’ x 450’ x 1,000’) are to be maintained. 
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Generally speaking, the airport sponsor, as either fee simple acquisition or as an 
easement, should control the RPZs.  If an easement is purchased, it is a purchase of the 
air rights over the actual ground.  It is recommended that the airport sponsor acquire 
additional property or easement to control the balance of the existing Runway 06 RPZ. 
 
The Inner Portion of the Approach Surface Drawings, which are depicted in Figures F5 
through F9, provides large-scale drawings with both plan and profile delineations.  They 
are intended to facilitate identification of the roadways, utility lines, railroads, structures, 
and other possible obstructions that may lie within the confines of the inner approach 
surface area associated with each runway end.  The illustrations also depict the approach 
clearance requirements specified by threshold siting criteria.  As with the Airspace Plan, 
the Inner Portion of the Approach Surface Drawings is based on the ultimate planned runway 
length, along with the ultimate planned approach to each runway end. 
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Terminal Area Plans 
 
The following illustrations, entitled TERMINAL AREA DRAWINGS, NORTHWEST 
GENERAL AVIAITON DEVELOPMENT DRAWING, and SOUTH GENERAL AVIATION 
DEVELOPMENT DRAWING, present detail views of the most intensely developed 
landside use area on the Airport. 
 
Passenger Terminal Facility.  The location of the passenger terminal complex at the 
Airport, both terminal building and parking facilities, will remain in its existing location 
on the north side of the runway.  Conceptual layouts of future passenger terminal 
configurations and building area footprints were provided in the previous chapter, 
entitled Passenger Terminal Facility Requirements and Alternatives.  It was identified that the 
existing terminal building square footage (i.e., 38,400 square feet) would need to be 
increased to approximately 62,000 square feet to accommodate pre-9/11 passenger levels 
(forecast for 2007).  Because a new passenger terminal building will take a number of 
years to design and construct, it’s recommended that the Airport Layout Plan (ALP) 
reflect a 60-70,000 enplanement/62-66,000 square foot terminal as a “phase one” 
project, with a second phase involving a one-gate expansion.  However, during more 
advanced planning and design elements, it may be identified that it’s more cost effective 
to construct some facilities to the long-term demand levels rather than to do smaller 
incremental expansions to some functional areas.  The overall development area for the 
future terminal area facilities is presented on the ALP and the Terminal Area Drawing. 
 
In addition to the proposed terminal expansion, the Terminal Area Drawing offers a 
conceptual layout of a revised airport entrance, access roadway system, and parking 
facilities.  This layout identifies the 10th Street/Rio Grand Avenue intersection as the 
new entrance point to the passenger terminal area access roadway system.  In addition to 
the expanded terminal drop-off and pick-up curb, the layout provides for a segregated 
ready rental car parking area (96 spaces) on the northeast side of the terminal and 
expands the public vehicular parking areas within short- and long-term lots, including 
airport employee and tenant lots in the area located north (345 spaces) and west (214 
spaces) of the terminal building.  There is also a newly configured shuttle bus pick-
up/parking area (24 spaces) located at the east end of the terminal building, which will 
assist in the segregation of shuttle buses and vans from the other vehicular traffic 
utilizing the terminal facilities. 
 
In addition to the previously described entry, access roadway, and parking facility 
improvements, the ALP will recommend additional streetscape and landscape 
improvements to Rio Grand Avenue and the green space areas located with the terminal 
parking area.  Recommended improvements include construction of a landscaped center 
median with street lighting and signage extending between South Boulevard Street and 
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 U.S. Highway 50.  Additional landscaping, street lighting, and signage are recommended 
throughout the green space areas of the terminal area. 
 
General Aviation Facilities.  Expansion/infill development of the existing general 
aviation aircraft storage area has been identified adjacent to the approach end of Runway 
06, with a long-term hangar development area being identified on the west side of the 
future relocated crosswind runway.  The proposed apron and hangar development areas 
can accommodate a variety of hangar types ranging in style from T-hangars and small 
executive hangars to larger corporate hangars. 
 
It’s of interest to note that the area west of the existing general aviation development 
area offers some constraints with respect to where actual developable property resides.  
There is currently a 100-year lease owned by the City of Gunnison on a small parcel of 
property within this area that would preclude any type of future hangar facility 
development.  Additionally, there is a utility easement adjacent to the lease area that also 
prohibits full build-out development within the area.  These areas can be seen in the 
following illustrations, entitled Northwest General Aviation Development Area Drawing and 
South General Aviation Development Area Drawing. 
 
Support Facilities.  At present, Index B ARFF facilities and equipment are provided at the 
Airport as required to serve the existing type and number of air carrier and commuter 
aircraft operations.  In consideration of the commercial service operations forecast, the 
Airport will likely be classified as an ARFF Index B for the balance of the planning period.  
However, as previously described, the existing ARFF/SRE equipment facility is to be 
relocated to the east side of the terminal building.  In addition, the airport’s existing 
electrical vault is to be relocated from the west end of the terminal building to the east 
side of the future ARFF/SRE building.  
 
Airport Vehicular Access.  As depicted in the following figure, entitled Area Roadway 
Access Plan, the primary vehicular access to the Airport within the city is provided by 11th 
Street, while the primary shuttle bus/van access from Crested Butte Ski Resort is 
provided by State Highway 135 (Main Street) and U.S. Highway 50, via Rio Grand 
Boulevard.  When departing the Airport, the primary egress for both vehicles and shuttle 
buses/vans follows Boulevard St.  As part of the enhanced landscape improvements for 
Rio Grand Ave. previously mentioned, access to the Airport should be routed to take 
advantage of these aesthetic improvements.  Thus, all traffic flowing to and from the 
Airport should be from U.S. Highway 50, via Rio Grand Ave., to 10th St., the new airport 
entrance.  This new access point not only takes advantage of the newly landscaped 
roadway, it will alleviate and minimize the amount of traffic utilizing and conflicting with 
the residentially lined Boulevard St.  However, if major construction, additional 
improvements, or the unlikely event of an accident occur on Rio Grand Ave., secondary 
access to the Airport can be rerouted utilizing the same route as existing. 
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Gunnison-Crested Butte Regional Airport   
Master Plan Update F.22 

Land Use Drawing 
 
Figure F14, entitled LAND USE DRAWING, depicts existing and recommended use of all 
land within the ultimate airport property line.  The purpose of the Land Use Drawing is to 
provide airport management a plan for leasing revenue-producing areas on the Airport.  
It also provides guidance to local authorities for establishing and refining appropriate 
land use zoning in the vicinity of the Airport. 
 
 
Airport Property Map 
 
The AIRPORT PROPERTY MAP, which is presented on the following illustrations, indicates 
how various tracts of land within the airport boundaries were acquired (e.g., federal 
funds, surplus property, local funds, etc.), and identifies future parcels/tracts for 
recommended acquisition or release.  In addition, the purpose of the Airport Property Map 
is to provide information for analyzing both current and future aeronautical use of land 
that was acquired with federal funds or is federally obligated.  
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Avigation Easements
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R.O.W. & Utility Easements
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Gas Line Easements


